TR A Sm 
Further Diſcovery 
OF THE 
Dedicated to | | : y 
Dr.TITUS OATES, 
* B y 


ROGER LESTRANGE 


IT _— 


The Fourth Edition, 


D——_— 


Pl 
LONDON, 


Printed for Hem:y Brome at the Gun in 
St, Pauls Church-yard, 1681. 


A Further Diſcovery of the P LOT. 


* 


2 Ou have been told {you ſay ) that L' Eftrange 
w& isa Papiſt, ard reports Yor for a Fanatique : 
And theſe two Calumnies have been lately 
1::proved into a Couple of Nonſenſical and Se- 
ditiozs Libels. They do really fo much par- 
take of Both, that Ignorance, and nothing elſe excuſes the 
Authors from a Pil/ory, The One 1s entituled, The Anſwer 
to the Appeal, Experzded 5 where ( under the Roſe ) he 
makes a Jeſrite, « Papiſt, a Plotter, a Clod-Pate, a Fid- 
ſer of me 3 ai:d almoſt as many Raſcals as ever Prynand his 
Diſciples called our Proteſtant-Martyr, LA UD, the Arch- 
bilbop of Caxterbur;, of Glorious Memory. The Other 
bears the Title of The Hiſtory of the Danmable Popiſh Plot 3 
where he takes 1 Fſirange to task in the Preface, and the 
King and Corncil, the Duke of York, the Court of Kings- 
Bench, and the Government it (elf, in the Book. The Wri- 
ter( they ſay ) 15a S-rall Thred-bare Solicitor 1n the Old-Bai- 
[zz onethat values himielf upon his Faculty in Drawing 
up Articles, Impeachmerts, Narratives z and upon his Inte- 
reſt in Clubs and Coffee-houſes,&&c. TI tc] you this, the rather 
Doctor, becauſe this man ba'h your 22m often in his mouth; 
and\( in truth ) makes buider with 1t than ſtands with the 
Dignity of your Figure in the Cenmernnent, 

This 1s the very truth 2t the Caſe, Sir, and it is not for 
any man to hear himſelf Reviled at this rate, and ſtand with 
bis Finger in his Mouth. A Papiſt ! A Leſſener of the Plot ! 
A Diſparager of the Kings Evidence ! A body had better be 
half-bang'd than barely to be reputed ſo. Wherefore I 
= elther frankly acquit my ſelf, or {ik under the Accu- 
ation. 

Now to diſcharge my Soul to you, Doftor, as in Cor- 
felſion : Iam ( by my hopes of Heaven) a True Sor of the 

s. - Church 
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Church of England but not without Buwels of Humanity yet 
to men of other Perſnaſions. And to tell you as a Friend, ] 
have more Charity for one Moral Pagan, than for twenty 
Hypocritical Chriſtians. 4 have naturally a Veneration for 
the Government, and all that love it : For the Kings Loyal 
Witneſſes, and the Preſervers of his Sacred Life, in the firſt 
place 3 with an equal Horreur and Deteſtation tor all his Ene. 
mics, under what Maſque or Form ſoever. I believe the 
Plot ; and as winch of 1t as every good Subjed ought to believe, 
or as any man 1n his right Wits can believe: Nay, I do fo ab- 
ſolutely believe 1t, that, in my Conſcience, you your ſelf, Do- 
or, do: not believe more of it than I'do. But yet the 
whole Earth can never bring me to Believe or to ſay thatl Be- 
lieve, that which I neither do, nor can Believe : as the buſ- 
neſs of Bedinefields being alive.again; or, ina word, that I 
»y ſelf am in the Conſpiracy. And in ſome Caſes, I would 
walt a little for Confirmation, without ſwallowing every 
thing whole as1t comes, Suppoſe my Boy ſhould come in 
and tell me that it rains Butter'd Tiurnips, I (ſhould go near 
to open the Window to ſee whetherit be ſo or no: and you 
would not blame me for doubting neither. For Th4t is the 
firmeſt Faith that is introduced by Reaſon, and eſtabliſhed by 
Experience. Tt 1s the buſes of ſome People to izzpoſe upon 
Others 3- and the misfortune of Other People to be impoſed up» 
on; Which 1s unhappy and dangerous both ways: But 
Truth ( as in Mytholeey ) is the Daughter of Tie, 1 will not 
deny, but a man that believes Lightly, may be in the Right 
roo; but *tis by chance then, © One man is both Honeſt and 
Wiſe ; Another may be _ too, and yet perhaps but Sir 
ple: and ſo we have our Crafty Knaves, and our Fool. 
Some have the Will without the Faculty, and Others are in 
dued with Both. Now in this Mixture of Humane Abilities 
and Inclinations, a man can hardly be too Cantiows : Be it al- 
waysunderſtood, that where Authozity hath paſſed a Sen- 
tence, there is no longer any place for Heſitation or Di- 
murre, 
Before I enter any furtherinto my Vindication, it would 
become me to ſay ſomething that may be civil to your ſclt 
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Butit it was never my Humour, (as a French Drol/ has it ) 
to commend an Orator for an Excel/ent Head of Hair ; or a 
man of State and Buſineſs, tor the Government of his Beard ; 
or to ſpend three or tour Pages upon {ſuch an Occaſion as 
this, in Flattery, and Panegyrick. I have( in few-words ) 
as great a Value for your FunGion, your Imployment, and 

our Chara@er, as I ought to have ; I am a Friend to Down- 
richt, Open Dealing, to Liberty of Speech, and to the Free- 
domsof an Eafte Gl4f, and Companion, as much as any man. 
Inever took Religion to conſiſt in a Set Form of Caps, Broad 
Bangling Hats, or a Sour Look, enough to turn the very 
Stream of Humane Comforts into Vinegar. And yet,I know, 
after all, this, that you have called me Twenty Rognes, for 
which I heartily 744k you, and forgzve you. Nay, you had 
been little leſs than One your ſelf, if you had ſpared me 
under ſuch a Notion-as you might poſhbly underſtand me. 
But Time, I hope, may bring us to be better acquainted. 

In the mean while, let me aſſure you, Sir, that there 4s 
no Deſign 1n This Paper to beſpeak your Favour in caſe of 


any Jmputation upon me, either for my Words, ATtions, or 


Writings: For I defie Malice it ſelf to charge me with any 
fort of Malevolence toward The Church or State, which-even 
a Packt Jury would dare to give Credit to. . This Defiance 
would be extremely impertinent, 1f 1 were not privy tothe 
Train of a Pack of little Curs that are hunting for ſome 
ſuch advantage. The pitiful Caxſe-Jobber, that I told vou 
of in the Old-Baily, did not ſtick a little while ago, to De- 
clare as mych, only he was reſolved to have a Toxch at his 
Royal Highneſs firft, and then to file his Articles againſt my 


Lord Chief Juſtice, and aſter that, L' Eſtrange was to go to 


Pot, upon the meeting of the Parliament at furthelt, And 
rather than tail, he would be thEman himſelt ſhould bring 
inthe Articles. In purſuance of this Doughty Reſvlution, he 
publiſhed the Libel above-mentioned, where he hath a fling 


,.at the King and Council ( about Sir Robert Peiton, P.331. ) 
"over and above. And this came out Piping Hot upon'the 


preciſe 26, of January, when the Parliament was to have 
met 5 under a Dedication to the Lords and Commons too ; 
which . 
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which Preſumption made it a worſe Libel upon That Auguſt 
Aſſembly, than any of the reſt, by entituling Them: to the 
Prote&ion of ſuch a Hotch- Potch of Calumny and Sedition, If 
you will ſeemy Crime at length. you will find it 1n his Pre. 
face. But the ſhort of it1s this : 

He charges my Hiſtory of the Plot withterrible Shyffles and 
Omiſſtons 5, as in Mr. Bedloes Evidence againſt Sir George 
Wakeman ( Pag. 46, of the Trial ) and in Pag. 77. andell(e- 
where: whereas in my AbſtraZ, Pag. 79, 80. there's every 
Particular ot that Evidence, and not the Oxe Half of it in 
his Damnable Hiſtory, pag. 295. And then fur his Cavil 
againſt pag.77. the very, words of my Abridgment are theſe, 
pag. 88. | The Lord Chief Juſtice, after ſome ſhort Remarques 
#pon the Romiſh Principles, ſummed up the Evidence, and 
gave direFionsto the Fury. ] And this was, effeCtually, the 
whole buſineſs of that Page. He ſpends the Remainder of 
his Diſpleaſure upon my Epiſtle, for Drowning the Popiſh 
Plot, with ſuggeſtjons of an Imaginary one of the Prote- 
ſtants ;, ſaying that the amuſing People with ſuch Stories is Ny- 
toriouſly a part of the Grand Pop;ſh Deſrgn ; and then he re- 
flects upon me tor ſaying, that there were many Groff Inco- 
herences, and very Material Miſtakes in the Printed Trials; 
enough to diſcredit the Plot to Poſterity, I ſhall leave the 
Epiſile to juſtifie 1t ſelf, and only inform you as to the reſt, 
that the Judicial Proceedings are fully and particularly Repor- 
ted and Juſtified all along 3 and only SE V E RAL Errours 
of the Preſs pointed at; not MANY as he hath fallihed 
it : nor any Diminution to the Proofs, as he would ſeem to 
Imply. Now I conceive this to be a Materia/ Miſtake, to 
Expoſe a Proteſtant Gentleman tor a Papiſt, nine times in two 
pages. And there is another yet more Material, pag. 45. of 
trelands Trial, whichI have marked in Mize, pag.18. to lay 
nothing of the reſt. You may find this matter ſomewhat 
more particularly handled in a late Dialegze, Entituled, Cit 
and Bumkin ; from pag.*30, to 34. with the Preface io my 
Hiſtorical Abſtra@ at length 5 which I ſhall rather give you mn * 
this place over again, than ſend you out of your way t0 
look 1t. | x 
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To the READER. 


Here bs not been any Point, perhaps, in the whole Traft of Engliſh 
Story, either ſo dangerous to be miſtaken, or ſo difficult, and yet 0 
neceſſary to be underſtood, as the Myſtery of this deteſtable Plot now in 
Apitation. ( 4 Judgment for our Sins, augmented by onr Follies ! ) But 
the World is ſo miſerably divided betwixt ſime that will believe every thing, 
and others nothing, that not only Truth, bat Chriſtianity it ſelf is al- 
moſt loft between them , and no place left for Sobriety and Moderation. Ie 
* are come to govern aur "ſelves by Dreams and Imaginations ; We make every 
Coffee-Houſe Tale an Article of our Faiths and from Incredible Fables 
we raiſe Invincible Arguments. A man muſt be*fierce and violent, to get 
the Reputation of being Well-AﬀeQted; as if the calling of one another 
Damned Heretique, aud Popiſh Dog were the whole Sum of the Con - 
troverfie. And what i all this, but the effeft of a Popular Licenſe and 
Appeal ? Then every Mercenary Scribler ſhall take upon bim to handle mat- 
ters of Faith, and State, give Laws to Princes, and every Mechanique fit 
Tudge upon the Gover1ment. Were not theſe the very Circumſtances 
of the late Times? IV/ben the Religious Fugglers from all Quarters fell 
i" with the Rabble, and manag dibem, as it were, by a certain ſleight 
of band: The Rods were turned into Serpents on both ſides, aud the mul- 
titude not able to ſay, which w.s Aaron, and which the Enchanter. Let 
uw have a Care of the ſame Incantation over again. Are we not under tbe 
proteftion of a Lawful Authority ? Nor was there ever aty thing morenar- 
rowly Sifted, or more vigoronſly Diſconraged, than this Conipixacy. Re- 
tormation i the proper buſineſs of Government and Council z but whex 
it comes t0 w1rk once at the wrong End, there is nothing to be expefied from 
it, but Tumult and Convulſion. A Legal and Effefiual proviſion againſt 
the Danger of Romiſh Practices and Errours, will never ſerve their turn, 
whoſe ®uarrel i4 barely to the Name of Popery, without anderſtauding 
the Thing it ſclf. And if there were not a Roman Catholick left in the 
three Kingdems, they would be never the better ſatisfied, for where they cau- 
not hind Popery, they will make it : nay, and be troubled too that they could 
wot find it, It is #9 new thing for a Popular Ont-cry, in the matter of 
Religion, to bave a State- Fa&tion in the belly of it. The firſt late Clamour 
wa againſt Downiight Popcry 3 and then came on Popiſhly AﬀeGed : 
( That ſweeps all ) The Order of Biſhops, and the Diſcipline of the 
Church took their T urns next 3 and the next blow was at the Crown it ſelf : 
when every man was made a Papilt that would not play the Knave and the 
Fool, for Company, with the Common People. 

Thiſe things duly weighed, and conſidering the Ground of onr preſent 
Diftempers ; the Compiler of this Abridgment reckyned that be could 
wt do bis Country-men a better Office, than ( by laying before them 
the naked ſtate of things ) to give them .at oxe view, a Profpe both 
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of the ſubjec} matter of their Apprebenſions, and of the Vigilance, Zeal, 
and needful Severity of the Government on their behalf. To which end, by 
bath bere drawn up an Hiſtorical AbſtraQ of the whole matter of Fall 
concerning theſe Perſons who bave been bitberto Tried for their Lives, either 
hon the Plot it ſelf, or in Relation to it : oppoſing Authentick, Records ty 
wandring Rumours 3 and delivering the Truth in all Simplicity. He hath 
2:6 omitted any one material Point ; There is not ſo much as one Partial 
Stroke #nitz not a fluriſh, nor any thing but a bare and plain Coll:Rion, 
without any TinCure either of Credulity, or Paſſion. And it is brought 
into ſo narrow a compaſs too, that it will eaſe the Readers head, as well as bi 
purle; by clearing bim of the puzzle of Forms, and Iaterlocutories, 
that ſerve only to amuſe and miſl-ad a man, by breaking t"'e Order, and 
confounding the Relative parts of the Proceeding. | 

Having this in Contemplation, and being at the ſame time puſſeſt of : 
moſt exa&i Summary of all paſſages bere in Queſtion : This Reporter was an- 
ly to caſt an Extrad} of theſe Notes into a Method : eſpecially finding, that 
upon comparing the ſubſtance of his own Papers, with the,moſt warranta- 
ble Prints that bave been publiſhed 3 his own Abſtract proved to be not only 
every jot as Corred, but much more Intclligible, which being (hort and 
tull, he thought might be uſcful, and find Credit in the VV orld upon its own 
accoput, without need of a Voucher. 


Having engaged your Patience thus far, toward a right 
underſtanding inthe Caſe; I muſt take a little more pains 
yet to expound my (elf iu another Point, that I-may ſtand 
fair in your Opinion. you may imagine, perhaps, that my 
reſtleſs Courſe of Writing ſtil/ on and on, proceeds purely 
out of an Implacable Ga/, and Itch. of Scribling. Butlet 
me aſſure you, Dodtor, that I am as ſick of it my felt, as 
any body <clſe can be; only whereſoever my Genizs tellsme 
that my pen may be any way uſeful to the Publique, I can 
no longer forbear : ( and in This You will the rather excuſe 
and credit me, from the Effects, and as it were, the Incon- 
tinence of a Publique Spirit, which you find 1n your (elf.) 
Befide that I have not, asyet, fet Pen to Paper, but upon 
the Defenſe ; and without receiving any other Reply,than 
theGeneral Reproach of Popiſbly Aﬀe&ed, or a Vilifter of 
the Kines Evidence, Nay, it was averred the other day 
( asI am very well aſſured ) in a publique Coffee- houſe, that 
upon L' Eftrange his declaring himſelf to be no Papiſt, a La- 
dy told him point blank, that ſhe cold prove him one. Thele 
| malicious... 
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malicious Rumors put me upon bethinking my ſelf which 
way I might kill two Birds with one Stone, by proving 
Dr. Oates and L' Eſirange to be neither Faxatical, nor Popiſh: 
but both of-them perfectly wel-affeFed to the Religion of 
the Church of England, as it is eſtabliſhed by Law. 

With theſe "Conſiderations about me, I took all your 
Works to pieces, Examining and Comparing them Ore by 
One: Your Narrative and Depoſitions, your Exa&# Diſcove- 
ry; your Popes Ware-houſe your Witch of Endor; your 
Brad and Faithful Narrative : and furniſhed my ſelf outof 
your own Writings with Materials for your Defence. And 
now, thoughtT, 1f I can but ſignalize my Zeal toward the 
Suppreſting of Popery, by the opening of ſome Extraordi- 
nary way for the gaming of That End,my Work is done. 

Upon the Putting of theſe Thoughts together, by the 
affiſtance of your Cle, I entred into the almoſt inextricable 
Labyrinth of the Plot; and traced the Myſtery of it 
thorough all its Turnings and Windings, till at laſt I came to 
+ Diſcover the Prieſts you pointed at, lurking like Foxes in 
their Holes, And this Ipreſently made known to the Nati- 
on, ina Pamphlet, under the Title of A further Diſcovery 
of the Plot. In this Pamphlet, I ſet forth the matter as I 
found it : with the Safe and Certain way of Retrieving and 
Unkenneling theſe Creatures : and in all this I ſupported 
my ſelf upon Dr. Oates his Credit, as will appear in the Se- 
cond Impreſſion of that Further Diſcovery, here at the end of 
this tedious Letter, 

But what [znocence can warrant any man againſt Exvy, or 
what Authority prote@ him 2 When L' Eſtrange comes to be 
arraigned as a Papiſt, for ſhewing the molt likely way in 
the World for the Extirpation of Popery : and when the 
Name of Dr. Oates is not ſufficient to prote& him, in ſo pro- 
fitableand neceſſary a Deſgn? Nay, and it is well, Dottor, 
if you can uphold your ſelf either, if this goes on : For 
no man can fall foul upon That Diſcovery, without wound- 
ing your Evidence. 

The Faratical Party, in ſhort, will have it tobe a Jeſuiti- 
cal Pamphlet  ſothat of a Fanatique on the One hand, you 
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arenow become a Papiſt on the Other. For there isnot One 
Syllable in the Foundation of that Diſcourſe, but T haye 
your Word and Oath for it. You fwear poſitively rhit the 
Prieſts and Jeſwites Herd th:mſclves among the Non-Cop. 
formiſts ; and They, on the Other (1de, as po%tively Deny it, 
But yet they prove it too, with the very breath that demies 
Itz and betray them(clves allo to be in the Plot, over and 
above. . For it is the Kown Marque and Deſign of the Je 
ſuited Party, to diſcredit the K ines. Evidence, which the 
People endeavour totally to overthrow. If the Papiſts dg 
not ſhelter themſelves in the Coxverticles, and Freld- Meet. 
jngs, to (tir up Broils in the Government, what becomes of 
your Teſtimony £ And admitting them to be there, none 
but a Papiſt ſure will oppole the Ferrcting them out, -Let 
them be once allowed this SanFuary,and a Prieſt has no more 
to do, than to put on the Cloak oft a Diſſenting Proteſtant: 
and under that Diſeniſe to execute his Deſign upon our 
Prince, our Government, and. our Religion. 

What can be clearer than, according to the firſt Article 
of your Depoſitions,that Matthew Wright, William Morgan, 
and Mr. Ireland, were Ordered to go ayd preach under the Ny- 
tion of Pre{byterian$,ard give the Niſaffected Scots 4 True un- 
derſtanding of their State and Condition, in which they were,by 
reaſon of the Epiſcopal Tyranny, exerciſed over them ; and 
withal, to tell them they had now a fair opportunity toVindicate 
their Liberty, and Religion, and that it could be done no other 
way, but by the Sword. And {o, Article 22, how they en- 
deavoured by Themſelves, their Agents, and their Purſes, t 
provoke the Scots againſt the Engliſh. In your 34. Article,we 
find them tampering with the F:fih- Monarchy- Men. And 
yet all this will not ſerve to corvince ſome People of the 
Prieſts mingling with the Faratiques, till the Pilerims and 
the Forty Thouſand Black Bills ſhiil come to open their 
Eyes in the Concluſion. If theſe Infidels have any Privi- 
lege for the Defaming of Publique Juſtice, and blaſting the 
Kines Witneſſes, above other People, thuy ſhould dowell 
to produce 1t. \ 


And, 
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And Iam not fo Sargain neither, as to take up my Creed 
upon the High-way, and venture an Affidavit upon every , 
Phantome in the Domreſiique. But, Sir, I have Read you, I 
have Con':der'd you, and made you no little part of my Stz- 
dy. You have Lichted me into the Vault, where all our Miſ- 
chief is a Brewing. You have ſhewed menot only the Train, 
but Faux himſelf alſo, (the Maſter-Engineery Creeping 'with 
his Dark Lanthorn to give firetoit 5 and tomy Eyes, things 
are as plain, as the Sun at Noon-day. Toſay nothing of the 
Offices you have already rendered to the-Pyblique, with the 
Expoſure of your ſelf, almoſt all manner of ways: I do 
look upon you at this Inſtant, with a reſpect to the Future, 
to be a Perſon at leaſt as Capable of Contributing to the 
Peace and Happineſs of this diltratted Nation, as any Sub- 
j«@ of the three Kingdoms. I am not inſenfible of the Ronnd- 
eſs of your Periods, the Luxuriancy of your Invention, 
(where there is any Scope for it ) the Franknefs of your 
Stile, and the Harmony of all your Conceptions. (But theſe 
are Stories for thoſe People only that have nothing elſe to 
do, but toClaw one another. 

This Over-erown Epiſtle would have been Monſftroxs in 
any other Age 3 and the B2ality of it nolels Extraordinary : 
but Cyſtom: authoriz-s all things, whether Good or Evil. 
There are certain Modes of Stile, Figure, Addreſs, Motion, 
Garments, nay, and of Morals too, that have their proper 
and peculiar Seaſons, Inmpudence prevails in One Age, Mode- 
ſty mn Another 5 Publique Juſtice and Oppreſſion take their 
turns; Knavery and H pecriſie were in faſhion Thirty or For- 
tyy.ars ago; and we are Now, for Honeſty, aud Plain-deal-- 
mg. The preſext Humonr of France runs much upon Poy- 
Joning;, the Romans, tor one bout, made a great Trade of 
Subornirg and Treparning 3 and the Enemies of this Govern- 
ment , areat this day altogether upon the Vein of Plotting. 

But I was about to ſpeak tothe Licen'e of Epiſtolizing, 
which is zow in Vogue, in excuſe of the Fr: edom Tam to make 
uſe of in this Letrer. ,That- is to ſay, It was the Old, dull 
way, totella Friend his Farltsin his Ear, and give him Good 
Comnſel in a Corner : But it has been found out in Our Times, 
B 2 
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to be more for the Dignity of the Adviſer, to do it in a Pris. 
ted Letter, that the whole World may bear witneſs to the 
Frank Diſcharge of a mans Duty. 

Atter the acquittal of my ſelf to be no Papiſt, give me 
leave toſlay ſomething, Sir, to the Point charged upon me, 
both by yeur Self, and your Father, of Reporting You for 
Fanatique. 1 never ſaid that you were a Faratique, in my 
Lifez nor did I ever preſume ſo much as to Greſ at your 
Religion, any otherwiſe, than Negatively, that you are no 
Presbyterian : which I inferred from the Solemnity of your 
frequent Proteſtations that you could not in Conſcience Com: 
municate with men of that Profeſſion. But ,to treat you 
with the Liberty of an Epiftolizer. I muſt confeſs, that the 
Words, which you reminded me of upon that Occaſion, and 
told me, I ſhould ſee ſuddenly in Print, did, me thought, 
ſeem to incline a little that way. And then your Natarl 
,Meeknefs, aud Aﬀability toward all men, and as well Far 
ticks as Others, (to deal plainly with you ) opencd the 
Mouths of ſome Ignorant People to that Effe& : Together 
with that Exhortation of yours, in the Poſtſcript to your 
Popes Ware-houje, pag.67. [ To the Encouragement of all ſorts 
of Proteſtants whatſoever, that Fear God 5 Honour the King; 
and are willing to be Subje@ to the Civil Magiſtrate, though 
Diſenting from the reſt of Chriſtians, in ſome ſmall matter;, 
and Indifferent Things. ] Now, though I am too much a 

Servant to Unity, to encourage Separations, and Diviſuns, 
F cannot yet but highly eſteem the Humane Tenderneſot 
Eaſing particular Perſons, in thematter of Involuntary, and 
Invincible Diſſent : (that is to fay,.ſo far as ſtands with Pub- 
lique Order. ) And yet you muſt excuſe me, Doftor, if I tell 
| you, that your ſoftneſs of Diſpoſition may endanger the 
carrying of you too far too. For though a Difereet and 
PraGicable Indulgence may do well; there may be ſuch a Rt 
miſmeſi yet, as by Looſening the Sinews of the Government 
may bring the Body of the Commmnity into a Habit of Wed 
neſs, and Trepidation. But there is a Perſecuting Spirit, 00 
the other hand, that cannot certainly but be Odiows bothto 


God and Man : A Spirit that wreaks its Fury upon Wideo' 
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and Orphans without either Diſtin@ion, or Remorſe; that 
hunts Bloud meerly for the Blond ſake, and makes men 
worſe than Wolves : for They purſue, and feize their Prey, on- 
lyto ſatisfie their Hunger, / 

By this time, Sir, you ſee what a Church-of-England-man 
is to Truſt to; when the Ore ſide makes him a Fanatique, 
and the Other a Papiſt. But with what face ſhall any man 
dare to Charge Him fora Papiſt, that has done ſo much for 
the Proteſtant Religion: or fora Fanatique, that has done ſo 
much, That way again, for the Church of England £ 

The Plot, by the Unanimous Vogue of alþ the Kings Wit- 
neſſes, is a Tripartite Plot. 1. Upon the Life of his Sacred 
Majeſty. 2. The Subverſion of the Government. 3. The 
Extirpation of the Proteſtant Religion. So that the Rooting 
ont of the Proteſtant Religion, is One Capital Point of the 
rg But what it is that is intended by the Proteſtant 

igion, comes-now to- be Expounded ; and the Clearing of 
That Difficulty ſets AY Right. 

Under the Word Government is Comprehended the Regz- 
ment both ex 4.0 and Civil : and Lncluſtvely, the Order 
of Biſbops, with the Eſtabliſhed DoGrine and Diſcipline of 
the Church. So that This, and no Other, is the Proteſtant 
Religion Deſigned upon in the Plot, Secondly, It would not 
have been Religion, but Religions, ( for their Name is 
Legion ) if the Blow had been Levell'd at the Fanatiques. 
Thirdly, There is no finding, no fixing of them : It is almoſt 
as hard to ſay Where they are, as What: for they are a kind 
of Chriſtian Arab's and Wanderers in their Stations, as well 
as in their Opinions, Fourthly, It does not ſtand with Com 
mon Senſe, tor the Papiſts to Plot 'the Ruine of theis Own 
Auxiliaries ; nor with the Reaſonof your own Depoſitions 
that they ſhould contrivethe Deſira&ion of the Fanatiques, 
at That very Time when they are making uſe of Them 
to deltroy Vs. And it is all one to me, whether you call 
them Faratiques,or Separatiſts,or ———_— or Diſſen+ 
ters ; for you may as well bring Heaven and Hell. together, 
asreconcule thoſe Peopleto any terms of Piety,or Ciul Order, 
that corruptly ſtile themſelves Proteſtants, under. any, of 
thele 
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theſe General Denominations. This Schiſm 1s the very Lake 
of Locuſts; Adanntes, Familiſts, Socinians,' Arrians, with 
Swarms of Izp1oxs, Beaſtly Hereſres, not fo much as to be 
Thought of without Shame, nor Mentioned but with Trem- 
bling and Horrony | 

Now 1f the Eſtabliſhed Religion aimed at in the Plot, be 
the Eſtabliſhed Keligzon of the Church of England; you 
cannot be a Friend to the State, without being one to the 
Church too : For they arein ſuch a manner Incorporate, that 
they mult either ſtand or” fall together, by a neceliary Cor ſ'nt. 
So that whotloever F hanfies you, Doctor, to be other than 
Canonical and Orthodox, implies a Lewd and a Largcrous 
Suppolition 3 which 1s,that what you Build with Ore hand, 
you pluck down with the Other. 

Or put the Caſe that the Deſign ſtrikes at AZ that call 
themſclves Proteſtants, in General, as well Non-Conformiſis 
as Clurch-men, The Diſſenters mult yet range themſe]ves un- 
der the Government wo Oppoſe itz and without intermed- 


 dling any Other way too, than by their Prayers, and Good 


Wiſies, upon pain of Seditzon : For they do not act inthis 
Inſtance, as men of ſuch or ſuch a Religion ; but as Subjeds, 
under the Bond of C7vil Obedience, So that we are {t1]] but 
where we were before, and as ſure of Tor this way, as the 
Other : Eor they are no longer Diſſenters, when they Com- 
ply with Authority, and we do only Cloſe with thein intheir 
Agreements, not in their Diſſents. | 

" Butpray'e Sir,: Let me Conſult you asa Caſniſt : Whether 
or no, and how far may Proteſtants Unite,and joyn together, 
fo keep ont and defend themſelves againſt Popery ?, As in the 
Caſe of the preſent Plot. This Queſtion is the very Hinge of 
the Controverlie. T he Solution ſeems tome;as follows : and 
I bcſeech you fet me Right, it I miſtake ir. I am ot Opr- 
nion for the Affirmative, and that Proteſtants may joyn ( ut 
ſupra : } that is tolay, intheir Hearts and AﬀeGions, but no 
farther, without the Warrant of Amthority. And it maltbe 
the Srpreme Ambority too: For in reſpe& of the Supreme, 
all Subordinate. Magiſtrates are but as Private Perſons. bl 
this Point, the Law 1s a ſure Gude, which expreſly oy 
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ſuch and ſuch Meetings and A/jemblies, under the Name of 
Riots and Rebelions, without any Exceptions whatſoever, 
Now if all Leagues and Aſfociates whatſoever, of Publique 
Intendment, and without Authority, be no other than Un- 
a Confederacies 5 Such a Conjunction in the matter of 
Religion, were a great Fol added to the Tniquity. For Re- 


\ ligion is a Spiritual N\tion, out of the Reach of Violence, and 
\neitherto be Imvaded, nor to be kept out by force, Ir ma 

) be Bronght in, 'tis true, by-Conſequences ;, and we are allow- 

/ ed the uſe of all Lawful means to Prevent it, by Conſequences 

/ too; as if the Pope himſclt ſhould Invade us; though we 

/ 


cannot but apprehend what may follow upon it, we do not 
encounter his Religzon yet, but his Arms. Nor is it fo pro- 
perly a War of Conſcience, as of C,vil Defence and Dominion: 
Our Proſeſſzon was never Founded in Blond. In one word, 
Sir, It 1s the Government that 1sat Stake, and he that is not 
With it, 1s Againſt it, The SUBVERSION of theGowrn- 
ment 1s the Buſineſs; as I find it in the Harmony of all the 
Evidences : By which word SUBVERSION, is1ntended « % 
ſuppoſe Jnot the Extinction of the Form, either of Monar- 
thy, or Epiſcopacy 3 but rather the Tranſlation of the Power 
Eccle/aſtical and Civil, into Other Hands. 

They are Wonderful Things, DoCor,which you have done 
already ; and I am perſuaded that you fre yet reſerved for 
more wonderful Things to come : which muſt be the Work of 
Time to Diſcloſe ; when Truth ſhall deliver her (lt fiom 
theRubbiſh of Oppreſſzoz and Slander ; and in deſpite of 
Envyand Impoſi-re render your Name as Famous to Poſteri- 
ty, asyour Virtue has made 1t to the preſent Generation . Aud 
ThisI write with httle leſs than the Genizs of a Propt et. Bleſs 
me! That any man in his Wits ſhould take you ( upon Se- 
cond Thoughts ) to be no Friend tothe Church ot Ezeland; 
after ſo many Oaths, and Proofs to the Contrary : So many 
Proofs (I lay )not only of Depoſition, and Argument ; bur of 
Aaverture allo,even to the hazard of your Life; tor oughtI 
know, as much from the Famnatiques, as the Papiſis ! Who 
was1t but Yoy, that (o effectually laid open the [ntrigues of 
the Prieſts, and Jeſnites, with the Schiſmatiques, in the Late 
Rebellion F. 
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Rebellion? That ſhewed his Majeſty ſo plainly, who they 
were that Dethron'd and Murther'd his Father : and painted 
the whole Conſpiracy ſo to the Life, that a Body might wink 
and fee thorough it 2 Who byt Tor, Sir, to Trace them down 
to this very Inſtant, through all their Diſg=iſes, and Cabals; 
fomenting a Rebe/ion in Scotland with the Presbyterians ; In- 
cendiaries in London,with the Millenaries 3 and up and down 
tampering with the whole Crew of Se@arres : in which Dif- 
coveries you have given the greatelt Blow to the Schiſm,that 
ever it received fince the cbs : For: you have left 
them nothing to ſay for themſelves, why they ſhould not be 
ſifted, and purg'd with all exaCtneſs imaginable? Who was it 
but Tox,that firſt found out the Conſpiracy it ſelf,and then the 
Conſpirators £ Who but You, the Eminent Inltrument 1n the 
Opening of the Combination 2 To pals over your Indefatiga- 
ble Induſtry in the fnrding and making of all out,to the extreme 
hazards both of your Healthand Perſor.And now at laſt,after 
the Gleaning up of a matter of Five and Thirty Prieſts, the 
whole,out of a great many Hundreds up and down; Who was 
it but To,that inform'd the Government, where ( inſtead of 
picking up one or two Prieſis1n a Month)they _ find them 
in Shoals ? Alas! We proceed as if a Feſnite had not the Wit 
of a Hunted Hare, that, to puzzle the Hounds, and confound 
theSent, will thruſt it ſelfinto a Flock of Sheep ; or of an Ew- 
boſs'd Deer, that ſtrikes intothe Herd.ls it not trze, Sir, that 
they have their Haunts among the Schiſmaticks*ls it not true, 
that the Plot goes on ſtill 2 Is 1t not true, that weare all Un- 
done, if it be not Diſappointed 2 And is it not then a matterof 
Abſolute Neceſſity to tetch theſe Plotters out of their Holds ? 
And, in fine, Is it not as trze, that whoever doubts, either of 
the Truth of this matter of Fa@, or of the Neceſſity of This 
way of Proceeding, is undeniably a Blaſter of the Kings Evi- 
dence, and a Favourer of the Conſpiracy # Lay all this to heart, 
I beſeech you, and caſt your Eye upon what follows. May 
Heaven and Earth reward you, for the Care you have taken 
of the Poor Proteſtants,and be as happy asI wiſh you. 


Sir, I am Your Humble Servant, 


ROGER L'ESTRANGE.. 
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A Further Diſcoyery of the 
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Drawn from the 


Narrative and Depoſitions 
OF 


FRSTTUOS OATES, @c 


$ it cannot be denied, but that the Kings Witneſſes 


have ventured as far, and done as much as men 

could do, (under their Circumſtances ) to make 

out the Truth of a Danmable, and Heliſh Popiſh 
Plot upon the Life of his Sacred Majeſty, eur Religion and 
Civil Government : So neither muſt it be denied, on the 
other hand, but that the Juſtice and Wiſdom of this Nation 
have improved all Diſcoveries, by the ſtricteſt Inquiſition, 
and ſcrutiny imaginable z and done all that was poflible alſo 
toward the ſuppreſſing of the Conſpiracy 3 by the higheſt 
Inttances of Political Zeal and Rigour. Inſomuch, that 
after ſo many Prieſts and Jeſuites, and other Leading-men 
of that Party removed by the ſtroke of Publique Fuſtice 
ſo many of them under Confinement ; ſo many more reduced 
toſhift tor themſelves beyond the Seas, befide the ſevere Pe- 
nalties of the Law upon the reſt, with all ſorts of Encou-' 
ragement, both for their dete&jon and puniſhment : Aﬀer 
all this care taken (I ſay ) to tear up the accurſed Plot by 
the Root, We are yet aſſurcd, that (all this notwithſtand- 
ing ) the Plot is (till carried on with Confidence and Vi- 
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gour. And this we have, even from thoſe very Perſons them- 
ſelves that formerly wrought in the ſameMine with theCon- 
ſpirators; till through the Grace of a better Light they 
came to govern themſelves by other Meaſures. This isa 
truth no more to be doubted, than that of the Plot it ſelf, 
which has ſtood the Trial of ſo many Slemr and pub- 
lique Teſts: Belide that we have the ſame Authority for the 
One as for the Other ; only the Circumſtances not being 
brought into Proof, the matter of Fact lies a little morein 
the Dark, 


Whether or no the Plot. goes on ſtil, after all this Havock 
made of the Papiſts, is the Common ſubjet of every Coffee- 
houſe Diſcourſe. They that muſt be preſumed to know belt, 
are of opinion that 1t /does: and thoſe that are upon the 
Negative, reaſon the Point after this manner : What ? ( ſay 
they ). 1s it 4 Plot that will work without hands £ Where are 
the Papiſts, the Inſtruments that ſhould drive it on 5 Are they 
.in the Air, or under Ground ; or are they Invifible? For s 
they are now diſperſed, and broken, ( beſide the Terrour that 
overawes theme ) there are at leaſt three Thouſand Proteſtant, 
z# ſight, to one Papiſt. But do they ask where they are, 
becauſe we cannot ſee thetn 2 Why do they not rather ask 
where they are Not 2 Becauſe they may be any where, and 
we not kxow them : For, as I have been told by perſons of 
Great quality, they will etdure all ſhapes, and exerciſe all 
Profeſſuons. They ſpeak of oze Jeſnit that cried work for 
« Cooper ;, another that wrought upon the Trade of a Sho 
maker ; Prieſts in Red counts Innumerable : And it isobſer- 
ved that upon the bringirg of the Late Plot to Light, all 
the little French-men with their Marionets or Puppet- ſhow? 
vaniſhed in a trice : which gave a ſuſpition that they were 
only a kind of Ttinerent Agents for the Fa@ion: To lay 
rothing of their skill and [nduſtry, in the managing of 
all our Diviſions, and Diſcontents,to the advantage of their 
own Party, Theſe are Stories (I know ) that are much 
more eaſily ContradiFed, than Proved : and therefore 
without laying any ſtreſs at all upon Commor fo 
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Hear-ſay, 1 ſhall now apply my ſelf to that farther Di 

of rig th which I hy de. * n in my Tiles and - 
my undertaking, upon the Authority of Dr. Oztes himſelf; 
witha reſpe&t both to the Validity of his Teſt;mony, and to 
the weight of his Obſervations; being a Perſon that hath 
dived deeper into the Myſtery of this Iniquity ( with fa- 
your of the reſt ) than any other man. 


Asto the Helliſh Deſign upon the Life of our Gracious 
Sovereign, by Piſtol, Sword, or Poyſon, we hope that the 
Neck of that Particular Plot is broken, to all Intents and 
purpoſes : But we are beholden alſoto Dr. Oates for the Dif 
covery of Other aud of Farther Plots that are (till carried on 
by the ſame reſtleſs Party 3 tending to the defaming of his 
Majeſties Perſon, and Government ; the Subverſion of our 
Ejtabli// ed Religion,and the Difturbance ofthe Publick Peace. 
Sothat unleſs the remaining, and the ſtill growing Diffical- 
ties, and Hazards be encountred with Tizzely _ EffeFuel 
Remedies, the work of our Deliverance is but halt done, 
and we ſhall yet run a Riſque of being ruin'd at laſteven in 
the very Port. 


Dr. Qates tells us in his Narrative, Printed by Authority 
of Parliament, that the Pope, Society of Jeſus, ard their 
Confederates 3»: this Plot, have a Deſign to reduce Eng- 
land, Scotland. and Ireland, to the Romiſþ Religion and 
Obedience, by the Sword : Pag. 63, which they hope to 
accompliſh, among Other means, by diſaffeFing the Kings 
beſt Friends at home and abroad, and Subje&s, againſt his Per- 
ſon and Government; charging him with Tyranny, and Deſigns 
of Oppreſſzng, Governing by the Sword, and without Parlia- 
ments, Pag. 67, 

By Aſperſing, Deriding, Expoſing, and declaiming again 
wb Per wy, | onncils, and AGions in Parliaments, and elſe- 
where, by Miſ-reporting, and raiſing Falſe News of his Aﬀairs ; 
9 djeffeing his Majeſties an Holland, Sin, the Ger- 
man Emperour, ad Princes by Falſe Intelligence. By Sedi- 
 Yous Preachers, and Catechilts, ſet up, ſewt ont, maintained, 
MY C 2 and 
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and direFed what to Preach in their Own, or other Private, 
or Publick Conventicles, and Field- Meetings. By ſetting w 
falſe pretended Titles to the Succeſſion of the Crown z and Ani. 
mating Different Parties, one againſt another, on this or ſuch 
like Falſe pretences, to Arm and put the People in bloud,npon the 
Kings.Death. | 
We have found Dr. Oates's Obſervations ( as to theſe 
particulars, ) ſo purcuually true, that every ſyllable of 
' what he has here deliver'd, is from point to point, the 
= matter now in Agitation. For there 1s not a day 
paſſes without a Libel upon his Majeſties Authority, Ad- 
miniſtration, Deſigns, and ſolemn Reſolutions of State, 
and Conneil;, belying the Condition of his Afﬀeairs, and 
endeavouring to create Diſtruſts, and Jelouſt:s among 
Forreign Princes, and States, by Falſe Jntellzgence ; ani- 
mating, and exciting of Turbulent FaGions, and anticis 
pating of Confederacies, to involve us all in Bloud ; upon 
a Remote and Ondutiful SUPP OSITION of the 
KING'S DEATH. And finally, we have Sedition 
Preached as well as written, and our Conventicles both in- 
ſtructed themſelves, and inſtrufting Others, in the Me- 
thods and Principles of Rebellion, this may ſuffice for 
the DoQtors Judgment upon the preſent State of thingy, 
which in truth looks liker a Revelation, than 'a Conje- 
Gure, 
As to hisReflections upon the Intereſt which the Papiſs 
had in our Paſt troubles ; theſe are his words in his Preface 
to the aforeſaid Narrative. | 
" Who beſide theſe were the Firſt Authors and Contrivers 
the late Unnatural War, by their K nown Diabolical Art «f 
enflaming Parties, and Paſſions againſt eachother £ And( ad: 
dreſſing to the King ) of your Rogal Fathers Unſpeakable 
ſufferings, and Barbarous Oſage ? It was theſe that brougi 
him to bis End, and flouriſhed Swords, and Trumpets out 
his dead Body, whom "they durſt not approach when Living 
The Putney Projetors (ſays he ) were in moſt, if not a 
the Councils, that cortrived his Ruin. What broke the Us 
| bridge Treaty, but the /Romiſh Intereſt, and Pol 
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Who. continued to baffle all deſigns of Peace, and Settlement 
to this Nation, and Proſperity to his Majeſties Family, but 
Thoſe Incendiaries ? Milton was a known P ar of a 
Popiſh Club 3 Who wore forward to ſet up Cramwell, and 
to put the Crown of our Kings upon his Head, than Papiſts? 
And bis new faneled Government was contrived by a Po- 
piſh Prieſt; «rd Lambert a Papilt, for above theſe Thirty 
ears. | 

: [ have inſerted theſe Paſſages as a Curioſity in the Hi- 
ſtory of thoſe times; which may perhaps have eſcaped 
other men as well as my ſelf. For though I never made 
any Queſtion, but that the Church of Ereland, as it ſtands 
Eſtabliſhed by Law, in the Purity of Do@rine, and the 
Venerable Sobriety of Diſcipline, was ever an Eye-ſore to 
the Church of Rowe; yet I was of Opinion too, that a 
Licentious Vein of Ambition and Schiſm among our ſelves, 
had carried a great ſtroke alſo in that Fatal! Revolution. 
But however, this isa point wherein a man may without loſs 
of Honour, or Credit, admit the poſſibility of his being 
ina Miſtake. Wherefore we ſhall now ( with the Do@ors 
Leave) advance to plain matter of Fa#, whereupon we 
have his Depoſition z the only Caſe wherein a man may, 
without Vanity pronounce himfelf within a degree of 
Infallible. 

We find Page8. that Richard Nicholas Blundel had 
every day in the Week, his ſeveral places in the City of Lon- 
don, where he taueht the Youth Treaſonable, and Malici- 
ows Do@rine, againſt the Intereſt, and Perſon of his Sacred 
Majeſty. | 

Allo (* Pag. 25. ) that Richard Aſhby had a Conference for 
the ſending of New Meſſengers into Scotland, to promote the _ 
Commotions there; and to inform the People,of the great Tyran® 
ny they did lie ander, by reaſon of their being denied the Li- 
berty of their Conicience ; and that not being to be procured 
but by the Sword, they nmſt take that Conrſe to purchaſe their Li- 
berty : By which means ſaid the Fathers thus Afſembled ) we 
ſhall weaken both the Pretbyterian,ard the Epiſcopal Faction. . 


At which Conference; the DEPONENT wes PRE- 


SENT, and heard the Words. And. 
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And again, Two Meſſengers were ſent into Scotland, 
by the Name of Father Moore, and the Other by the Name 
of Father Saunders alias Brown, with InſtruFions to capry 
themſelves che NON-CONFORMIST MIN 
STERS; ard to Preach to the Diſattected Scots, the 
Neceſſity of taking up the Sword for the Defence of Liber. 
ty of Conſcience. Theſe tbe DEPONENT ſawbif 
patched, &*c. 

Take notice, in the Firſt place, that here is a Deſign 
carried on for the Deſirattion of the King, and the Em- 
brozling of the Government. Secondly, The pretence of 
the Quarrel is to be matter of Liberty and Conſcience. Third- 
ly, It is to be promoted by Pop Emiſaries, in the Conn 
cils, and Conventicles of the Non-Conformiſts, Fourthl,, 


The means by which the Papiſts propound to compals 
their Ends, are by making Intereſts with the Separatiſts, 
under the Diſguiſe of Miznifters, and Teachers, reſpeCtive- 
ly of the ſeveral Parties they have to do withal, And 
Fifthly, Let me recommend this Particular to your 


Special Remark, that Dr. Oates, throughout the whole 

Courſe of his Depoſitions, charges no part of the Popiſh 

Deſjgn upon any Intelligence, or Communication with the 

Church of Ergland ; but makes it only to be a practice up- 

on the Diſſenters from the Engliſh Communion, to tranſport. 

_ into Tmults, and Diſtempers againſt both Church and - 
tate. 

We have here in few words, a Scheme of the whole 
buſineſs 3 Here is the Deſigy, the Pretext, the [nſiruments, 
and the Methods: and upon the whole matter, here is the 
Church of Exzgland acquitted, asto any point of anwarran- 
table affinity with the Principles or Practices of the Church 
of Rome; however that Teſty French-man is pleaſed to ipe- 
culate in his Fanatical Reveries upon our approaches to That 
Communion : Wherein it may be a Queſtion, whether he is 
more out inhis H:ſtory, or in his Morals. We are, in ſhort, 
very much obliged to the DoRor, for clearing our Church 
toall Gainſayers, from thoſe Obloquies which by both the 


Extremes are indifferently caſt upon us. F 


of the PLOT. 21 
It maſt not be any longer a ſuppoſition, that which 
Dr. Oates has given us his Oath for; ſo that taking it for 
nted, that there is ſuch a Proje& on foot, 'that the 
Piſs are in the bottor: of it ; and that it is promoted 
by the Settaries, only as Paſſwve Agents that are blindly 
bringing about the others ends: the Queſtion is now how 
the Government may fairly diſcriminate the Proteſtants 
from the Papiſts 3 being < blended in their Intereſt, as 
well as in their Councils; and masked under ſuch Re- 
ſemblances, the Oze, of the Other, that they are not eaſily 
to be diſtinguiſhed. It cannot he expedted that a pre- 
tending Proteſtant ſhall own himſelf-to be a Papiſt; fo 
- that there -is no believing any man in the Caſe. And 
then the Epithete of a Reputed ſo or ſo, is ſo ſlender an Evi- 
dence, that many a Reputed Papiſt is found to be a Trxe- 
Proteſtant, and many a Reputed Proteſtant as true a Papiſt. 
The known and Legal Expedient which has been hi- 
therto found Competent enough to anſwer the Reaſon 
and Intent of State, is the Teſt of the Two Oaths of Al- 
legiance and Supremacy : and yet this very. proviſion will 
not reach all caſes: For there are many Papiſis that will 
Take them without any difficulty 5; and there are ſeveral 
that call themſeves Proteſtants that will as obſtinately 
refuſe hem, Now though the Latter. { Primo Eliz. ) was 
a Proviſion for the aboliſhing of Foreign Power, and the For-- 
mer ( Tertio Jac.) an AR for the diſcovering and repreſ- 
fig of Popiſh Recxſants; the Scope and Equity yet of Both 
theſe Provilions has a regard to the ſecuring of: the Go- 
verment againft any ſort of people, and againſt any Pre- 
tenſions whatſoever : So that whoever Refuſes, upon a 
Lawful Tender, to take theſe Oaths, he is a Papiſt 1n the 
eye of the Law, let his Perſuaſion be what it will : For 
tis the only Priviledge of Omniſcience to read the Heart : 
orif ( for diſcourſe ſake ) we ſhould ſuppoſe him to be no 
Papift, he is yet intheproſpe@ of Common Reaſon, liable to 
that Impoſition, becauſe it is exa&ted as a Proof of his Ale- 
gance, not of his Faith 3 and men of Different Judgments in 
Religion may yet agree in Common Principles of Diſloyalty. _ 
An ; 
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And then again, there is no appealing in this Caſe 
from the Prudence and Caution of the Law ( which is al- 
ways preſumed to intend the Common Good ) to the Teſti 
mony of a Friend or Neighbour in favour of a Recuſation, 
For the Law is a General Rule, that takes no notice of an 
Exceptions toit. The Law requires me to Take theſe Oath 
in proof of my Alegiazce to the Government ; and my an- 
ſwer is, That I am a very Honeſt man, but I cannot take them, 
What is this to the Law, that takes no Cognizance of m 
Honeſty, but of my Obedience ? And this Rule holds in Com- 
mon, as well tothe Papiſt as to the Proteſtant Recuſant ; 
They both vouch for their own Loyalty, and at the fame 
time-they do both of them Refuſe to comply with the 
Law. The Common way of Reply in this Caſe, 1s to caſt 
it in a mansTeeth; But what ? will you make n0 difference 
betwixt a Papilſt that refuſes and a Proteſtant ? Yes, I would, 
if you would but ſhew me how I may certainly know 
the One from the Other, Who knows not that Intereſt 
governs the World? And that for Reaſons beſt known to 
themſelves, he that is a Proteſtant in his heart may be in- 
duced -rather to appear a Papiſt; and the Other, though a 
Papiſt in his heart, may find it his Intereſt yet to ſeema Pro- 
teſtant ? But we will yield that Point tooz and put the 
Caſe, that the Law ſhould be relaxed, on the behalf of any 
man living, Does not This open a Gap ( let him be ne- 
ver ſo Honeſt ) to the admittance of ten Thoufand men 
that may plead Honeſty too, and yet betray their Dutics? 
And is it not better then, that ſome few particulars ſhould 
ſuffer by keeping firm to the Law, than that the whole 
ſhould be endangered by Remitting it ? So that there is 
neither Reaſon,” nor Safety, nor Equity, in ſuch a Relaxation, 
nor any regard of Common Juſtice and Duty in demanding 
It. 

But what if it be ſaid, that it is not the Thing Sworn, 
but the Oath it ſelf, that is Scrupled? And that there are 
ſeveral forts of Perſuaſions that will not bear any ſwear- 
ing at all? This, I muſt confeſs, is a Caſe ſomewhat 
nice, and unhappy, to thoſe people that are ſo ſtraight- 


' laced. in that Particular : But then, on the Other fide, it 
1s to the Government the moſt dawgerogs of all Pretenſons, 
and lets in all the Prieſts and Jeſuits in; Nature, under 
That Colour, So that now take it both ways; If the 
| Law be partially Executed, the Jeſuits and Prieſts will 
ſhelter themſelves under That Indulgence : Or, if the Law 
ſhould be ſuſpended, out of a repet to thoſe-that would be 
thoughtfto make a Coxſcience of an Oath, the Priefkwould 
all flow into Thoſe Parties that ſhould 'be exempted from 

this Teſt, and carry on their Deſgrs without cuther Triat or 
er. | 
Now tao wind up this Diſcourſe, in @ plain: and: clear 
Dilemma. It muſt be granted, either that the: Pupiſts have 
« Defign upon the Kirg, Religiaz, and Government, and, 
that they advance it by aQting:the Parts of. Quakers, 4na+ 
baptiſts, Presbyterians, atnd Other Sefaries, or not. No man, 
I preſume, will dare to queſtion the Pruth of; the Due 
Qors Depoſitionz for in ſo doing he would. imply-a 
ſtrange abuſe impoſed upon the Nation. But on the 
other fide, admitting it to be true; there can be no fe- 
curity to this Government, without ether diſſolving all 


ſeparate Meetings, or bringing all Diſſenters to this Legal 
Teſs ; tor otherwiſe, the Papiſts have all ſorts of Liberty, 
and Security in herding themſelves among the Converti- 
cles; where upon the beating of a Buſh, it will be aneven 
wager whether you ſtart a Eſa, or a Fanatick, Andin 
effe&, in this caſe,there is not much differencebetwixt them, 
rel the Jeſuit plays the Fanatick, and the Fanatick the 
eſurt. 

- the main Aſſertionbe true, theres no way of finding 
out the Papiſts, but by this Teſt : and the Diſſenters thenr- 
ſelves, if they would have Popery ferretted out in good 

rneſt, cannot chuſe but encourage the Propoſition. 
Either they have Prieſts among them, or they have zot : If 
they have, why do they not do the beſt they can to find 
them out? If they have not, why do they ſay they have 2 
And again, either the Nex-Conformiſts are influenced by 
the Jeſuits, or they are #ot : If they be, why do they not do 
ai . D all 
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all that is poſſible toward the Purging of their Congreeati- 
ons £ It they be not ſo Influenced, why do they pretend 
that they are, and ſo ſet the Saddle "upon the wrong Horſe # 
And yet agam; either it is poſſzþle to clear their Conventicles 
of this dangerous Mixture, or it is ot : It it be Poſſible,wh 
do they ſtil] complain of it, and do nothing init ? It it be In- 
poſſuble,there is no way of Extirpating Popery,but by rooting 
out Fazaticiſm. | POLE: 

Let the World judge now, with what injuſtice, the Oy. 
der, and the Rituals of the Church of England are charged 
with a Tinure of Syperſtition, and Popery, when upon Ma: 
© Nifeſt proof, the Calummiators themſelves of our Eccleſtaſtical 

State are, throughout the whole Body of them, tainted with 
this Leaver. :: We are now come to the Bottom of the Pg. 
piſh Plot. This Liberty of wandering from the Rule, is the Tro- 
jan Horſe, which wnder a Religious colour, we have enter- 
tained within our Wallsz with Diſcord, and Deltruttion i# 
the Belly of bim; © 0 Jv 


An ADVERTISEMENT. 


7 Hereas the Subjets Right of Petitioning has been of 
Late in ſuch manner Aſſerted, as if his Majeſty had . 
| no Right of Refuſing, this is to Advertiſe, that from the 3d of | 
| Ed.IIE. to Hen. VIII. ( 2s appears wpor the Parliament Rolls) 
it was conſtantly the Firſt thing done, upon the opening of all 
| Parliaments, after the Cauſe of Summons declared, to appoint 
out of the Lords Spiritual, and Temporal, certain Receivers, 
and Tryers of Petitions 3 and ſtill as they found any Petition 
not fit to be admitted, it was Rejected with a Non eſt Petitio 
Parliamenti, ( a5 we find it endorſed upon the Rolls ) und there 
| was an end owt. Note, that all Petitions were Nec'icated to 
his Majeſty, and that in many Caſes, when the Parliament had 
not timeto go thorough with then all, the King referred divers. 
of them to the Chancery. 

Now, why the King may not. as well Reje& 4 Petition Out of 
Parliament, asIn Parliament, and why he may not as well Re- 
jet it by Anticipation ad Prevention 7# a'Þreviousand Ex- 
preſs Prohibition ard Exception to the Matter of it, as after-- 
ward, is a point worthy of a Reſolution: and when his Majeſty 
ever loſt the One Right, or the Subject gain'd the Other : 
This Poſtſcript js wholly Forreign tothe Subje@ of this Pam-- 
phlet, but more accommodate to the Seaſon. 


THE EN D.. 


